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JiTHE FOLLOWING ARE ALEX JOHNSON’S AND MY COMMENTS ON PLANS FOR 
^APPROACH TO NLF AND DRV CONTAINED IN REFTELS. : N 

2 IS A, SENTENCE, WE ARE VIGOROUSLY OPPOSED TO THESE PROPOSED - 
5APPRACHES BECAUSE < l) THEY ARE PREMATURE NOW OR IN ANY SHORT n 
<T l'Rrf FUTURE; (2) THEY ARE HIGHLY DANGEROUS BECAUSE OF THE EFFECT 
**11 THE GVN OF A LEAK, EITHER FORTUITOUS OR DELIBERATE ON THE- ^ 

-NRT OF COMMUNISTS; AND (3) BY OUR OVEREAGERNESS TO NEGOTIATE, ^ 
THEY WILL NULLIFY ©UR PAST AND PRESENT EFFORTS TO CONVINCE U 

THE VC/DRV THAT WE HAVE THE WILL AND DETERMINATION TO TURN THE /> 
TIDE AGAINST THEM SOONER OR LATER— SO THAT THEY HAD BETTER COME L 
TO TERMS SOONER RATHER THAN LATER. 

WE ARE CONVINCED THAT WE ARE ON A SOUND COURSE NOW AND SHOULD 
STAY ON IT WITHOUT LETTING OURSELVES BE DIVERTED TO UNTIMELY 
ACTIONS ON EITHER THE POLITICAL OR THE MILITARY FRONT. WE 
ARE NOW ENGAGED IN THE EARLY PHASES OF THE ASCENDING MILITARY 
CONFRONTATION OF THE MONSOON SEASON. WE ARE TAKING LOSSES AND 
WILL TAKE. MORE; THE SAME GOES FOR THE VC. AT THE END OF THIS SEASO 
IT SHOULD BE OUR PURPOSE TO HAVE SO BLUNTED AND BLOODIED THE X 
MONSOON OFFENSIVE AND TO HAVE SO PUNISHED THE APPROVED ^ 

TARGETS ©F OUR BOMBING IN NVN THAT THE VC/DRV CAN NO LONGER rs 

HOPE FOR A MILITARY VICTORY AND MUST ADMIT IT TO THEMSELVES. 

IF WE CAN CREATE THAT. PICTURE AN© IN ADDITION ONE OF READINESS V 

FOR A COUNTER-OFFENSIVE IN 1966, WE WOULD THEN THINK HANOI S 

MIGHT BE READY FOR . USEFUL CONTACTS. BUT IT APPEARS HIGHLY * N 

RISKY TO SEEK SHORTCUTS SUCH AS THE REFTELS PROPOSE, AS THEY r* 

WILL ENCOURAGE AND STIFFEN THE RESISTANCE OF THE ENEMY AND. \ x 

IF KNOWN, > WILL BE DISASTROUS TO OUR RELATIONS WITH THE GVN. 1 

APART. FROM ALL THE FOREGOING CONSIDERATIONS, THIS EVIDENCE J 
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nsr ^0 NEGOTIATE WILL TEND TO DEFEAT OUR PURPQSF 

OF LEAD 1 NG HANOI TO THE CONFERENCE TABLE IF ONLY B?cI.Kr 5E 

ARE SEEKING? 1 LE,DERS " USI nec ^SSARILY WMSE ANYTHING THAI HE 

™wss M ^Trw E „ c !^ c H s E u i5^ D “ i? a y. the 


COPY LBJ UBRAI 



